How I do it: cervical access for carotid artery stenting.
Atypical aortic arch anatomy, vessel tortuosity, and extensive atherosclerotic disease in the aortic arch and great vessels represent significant risks for embolization during angioplasty and stenting of carotid occlusive lesions. The technique of cervical access to the proximal common carotid artery is demonstrated as a safer means for dealing with these problems. Combining endovascular and open surgical techniques can simplify and help ensure the safety of carotid stent procedures.